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-': . · ~VERITAS--
c; · ~:D~eloping a vid_eo 
· ~:- · ~elf-pbservation _tool 

i · . ast ,summer four Refugee . ~ ... . 
. 1 Program teachers were ·asked 

~- ~ to develop a self-evaluation us
~-~ ing -v.idet>- ·fo'r . teachers in th e 
: , ·., ·. ~puS:ton Community College 
< etu,g~e . ~rogr~r:n. Jhey began 

· ":· , LQis~ proj.ect by videotaping their 
. ~. ,owr,f cla'Ss·es · tlnd viewing the 

' I I , ,... 

tape~; -then ·~pting the aspects 
of tooil:, teaching, students and 

I • tr· I • ... ,. lo 

· · classes in general that sur-
.. prrsed:. ·~l'!d ·_..:1delighted them. 
· .Next, .each·" .. <ine composed a 
~l ' rqugh _dra~ _ of questions to ad
. dress areas of concern she had 

· , .. ~ · n~dted through this self
. . :·!.observation , exercise: During 
. . If> ~~9~essiye meetings, they !ine
. : tuned, selected and coordmat

. · \~' ed"tt1ei'r best ·ideas into one .., 
. -·~ ~ ·€Omprehensive instrument. 

:· ; 

... .i .. . . ' 
. · Assumptions 
' . : " hi coordinating their ideas 

~ .•. these teachers were inspired to 
, . , . : .e.>~pe~iment with the evaluation 

i orocess. This e~periment was 
~ · .. ·'-)i'ded: by their assumptions, 
• ~:·which were laid out initially . 

.. . , :' :rt:tey believe that most ESL 
il ~ • I ~ 

teachers are responsible 
about their work and are inter
ested in improving their skills; 
that teachers set professional 
standards for themselves and 
their classrooms; that instruc
tors know the climate of their 
own classrooms better than 
an occasional observer; and 
that a wide variety of good 
teaching methodologies ex
ists and standard evaluation 
forms may not accommodate 
individual teaching styles . 
Most importantly, it is their be
lief that an instrument that 
permits teachers to participate 
actively in their own evalua
tion is more effective, and will 
stimulate more positive 
growth, than a supervisor's 
constructive criticism. 

Format 
As might be expected, their 

ideas about the content of the 

NOVEMBER 15,1988 

instrumer.t often coincided. 
However, each member's ap
proach to exploring the content 
was unique. They preserved 
this heterogeneous format in 
the final observation form to 
better guide teachers with dif
ferent teaching styles through 
the task of self-observation. 
Teachers first record the lesson 
plan for a particular day on a 
COVER SHEET, noting texts, 
structures, functions and MELT 
competencies to be taught. In 
addition, teachers are asked to 
briefly list the general methods/ 
activities they will use that day. 

The next page, PREVIEWING, 
asks teachers to describe their 
overall impressions of the class 
in paragraph form. It is complet
ed after the class has been 
taught, but before viewing the 
videotape. This provides evi
dence for the teacher of any 
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Continued from Page 1 
differences that may 
emerge between percep
tions of the experience 
and the reality as pre
served by the camera. 
Questions such as "Were 
your directions understood 
by the students?" and "Did 
your students master the 
competencies and struc
tures covered in the les
son? How do you know?" 
are included here. Teach
ers' answers to these 
questions may change dur
ing the process of self
observation--the next 
section puts them to the 
test. 

WHILE VIEWING consists 
of two parts. In Part A, as 
teachers witness them
selves and their students, 
they compare what they 
observe with what they 
expected to see, based on 
their memory of the class. 
A scale of 1-4 is used to 
respond to 24 items which 
evaluate teaching style, 
methodology, activities, 
body language and materi
als. For example, to the 
item "I gave students a 
sufficient amount of time 
to process the language," 
the top score of 4 would 
indicate that the teacher's 
observation of the tape 
surpassed what he/she ex
pected to see in the replay 
of the class. The lowest 

score is given to areas in 
which the class fell below 
the teacher's expecta
tions. 

In Part B, also to be com
pleted while viewing the 
tape, teachers imagine 
themselves as students, 
"taking an empty chair" in 
the classroom and looking 
at themselves from the 
point of view of a second 
language learner. In this 
part, teachers answer 
"yes" or "no" to questions 
like the following: 
"Teacher expects an an
swer too fast. He/She 
didn't give me enough time 
to think." 

What was the big
gest surprise as you 

watched yourself 
teach in class? 

After experiencing either 
a confirmation or their 
previous expectations or 
complete shock, teachers 
react to the videotape in 
the POSTVIEWING section. 
Five questions allow for 
short comments on the 
pedagogical and cosmetic 
details of their presenta
tion, e.g., "What was the 
biggest surprise to you as 
you watched yourself 
teach the class?" "Were 
the techniques and mate
rials you selected for 

2 

the class the best choic
es? Why or why not?" 

1
r 

Finally, teachers ar~ 
asked to reflect upon their 
skills and performance 
from what is hoped is a 
newly enlightened per
spective. The SYNTHESIS 
section asks teachers to 
pinpoint an area of teach
ing where help is needed. 
This will be teh focus of a 
micro-observation by the 
supervisor the following 
semester in which the 
lead teacher is presented 
with either a short seg
ment of the videotape to 
illustrate the perceived 
weakness, or with a de
tailed description of what 
was observed. The syntht .) 
sis asks, "In retrospect, 
what would you change in 
the one-hour lesson you 
viewed?" "List the 
strengths you observed in 
your presentation." "List 
areas in your teaching in 
which you would like to 
show growth or improve
ment." 
Conclusion 

At this time the HCC 
Refugee Program requires 
video self-evaluation eve
ry other term (of a quarter 
system), and so far it has 
received mixed reviews. 
Some teachers initial~v 
feel intimidated by tL 
videotaping. However, as 

Continued on Page 5 
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The first course to integrate grammar, 
functions, and life skills ... 

ONYOURWAY 
Plus these options: 
• Preparing the Way .(0 level) 

• Building Life Skills Workbooks 
(additional conversation and lifeskills practice) 

Designed to conform to MELT guidelines 

'~welcome addition to competency-based education." 
-Denise Quinn, 
College of Marin 

--------------------------~'~--------------------------
The complete photographic vocabulary and conversation 

......... 
Longman:= 

program .. . 

Longman 
Photo 
Dictionary 
The program includes: 
• The Photo Dictionary 
• Pronunciation and Spelling 

Workbook 
• Beginning Workbook 
• Intern1ediate Workbook 
• Cassettes For Each Level 
• Large, Full-Color Wallcharts 
• Teacher's Manual 

95 Church Street • White Plains, NY 10601-1505 

914-993-5000 



PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

Congratulations to VIctoria 

Price and Pat Smith for 

launching TEXTESOL IV's 

1988-89 year with an out

standing fall conference in 

Beaumont. They and all their 

committee members have our 

gratitude for every detail from 

the comfortable setting at the 

Holiday Inn Plaza to persuad

ing Lydia Stack to speak in two 

workshop sessions and give 

the luncheon speech. Judy 

Kleeman's dedicated work 

with exhibitors was also evi

dent in their interesting dis

plays. The continental break

fast sponsored by the Beau

mont and Port Arthur lndepen-

dent School Districts was deli

cious and a marvelous state

ment of the high regard those 

districts have for their teachers. 

"Teaching for Today ... Teach

ing for Tomorrow" was the 

panel topic Friday night that re

flected teacher concerns in the 

changing international situa

tion and set the tone for the 

rest of the conference. 
Following the conference, 

the outgoing and incoming 

board members met. We are 

looking forward to the TESOL 

INTERNATIONAL meeting in 

San Antonio this spring. Joy 

Tesh will head one of the ar

rangements committees. In ad-

... 
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dition, Edith Bruck, new sec

ond vice president, will serve 

as program chair for TEXT~ 

SOL IV's annual spring careb. 

ladder workshop. We also con

sidered a proposal from the re

gional NAFSA (National Asso

ciation of Foreign Student Af

fairs) to jointly host the state 

convention with them in Col

lege Station next November. 

No decision was made, how

ever. 
The Board did establish a 

new category of membership, 

one for publishers, exhibitors 

and institutions, for an annual 

fee of $25. We'll have more to 

report on this development lat

er. 
Kathleen Sayers-OIIvares 

gave us a superb 1987-88 

year that saw major change in 

Continued on Page 8 

YOUR MOST COMPLETE 

SOURCE FOR 

BILINGUAL MATERIALS 
P. 0. Box 1717 
Pasadena, TX 77501 

Spanish Big Books 

Workbooks/Worktexts 

Language Development Programs 

Teaching Aids/Games/Bulletin Bds. in 

Spanish Videos/Software/Filmstrips 

Essential Elements in Spanish 

Testing/ESL 

Spanish 

Records/Cassettes 

Bulletin Board Aids Write or call for your 

FREE BILINGUAL CATALOG 

Our NEW Guidance, Testing and Vocational 

Education Catalog is also NOW available! 

Call Toll-Free 1-800-448-COLE 



WERE YOU BORN YESTERDAY? 

K: Hello, Marsha? It's Karen. 
I've been wanting to call you 
up and trade notes about the 
sessions we attended at the 
conference in Beaumont. 

M: You mean the TEXTESOL 
IV conference last month? 

K: Uh huh. Weren't you in
spired by Lydia Stack's pres
entation on cooperative learn
ing and team building activi
ties? 

M: Lydia Stack? 

K: Sure. You know she's the 
ESL author from Newcomer 

J-ligh School in San Francisco. 
She also gave the keynote on 
literacy at the luncheon. 

M: Really? 

K: Yeah. I guess you must 
have been at one of the other 
exciting sessions that were go
ing on in the morning. In the af
ternoon several teachers from 
schools in our region gave us 
some practical hints on using 
role plays, video tapes, games, 
and music. Did you catch any 
of those sessions? 

M: Well, no. 

K: Maybe you were at the 
publishers' exhibits? I could 

, ,have browsed for hours 
~mong all those interesting 

displays. 

M: Actually, no. You see, I 

forgot to mark my calendar and 
I missed the conference. 

K: Oh, you poor thing! I can't 
believe you lost out on all 
those creative ideas and op
portunities to hear what our 
colleagues in this region are 
doing. 

M: I feel just awful. I guess I'll 
have to wait a whole year for 
another chance. 

K: Don't despair, Marsha. 
You're in luck. ESL teachers 
from all over the world wi II be 
coming to Texas next year. 

M: Where? When? Why? 

K: San Antonio. March 7-11. 
The international TESOL Con
vention. 

M: Wow! Wonderful! 

Continued from Page 2 

they come to understand that it 
gives them more control over 
the process than a traditional 
evaluation, minds begin to 
open. Two optional surveys, 
filled out anonymously, meas
ure acceptance of the process 
before and after self
observation. Any changes of 
heart are statistically recorded 
and preserved by the program 
manager along with the com
plete written instrument. The 
tapes are reused, although 

K: And that's not all. There's 
more in April. 

M: What? What! 

K: The TEXTESOL IV Spring 
Career Ladder Workshop is 
going to be in April at the 
Spring Branch Education Cen
ter in Houston. 

M: Oh, Karen, you're my dear
est friend. I'm going to get my 
new 1989 calendar and write 
down those dates right nowl 
And I also want to thank you 
for the beautiful scarf you sent 
me for my birthday. 

K: Glad you like it. And since 
we're best friends, you might 
want to also note my birthday 
on your calendar. 

M: Oh, sure. When is it? 

K: Yesterday. 

teachers may purchase their 
own tapes if they wish. 

Laura Sheehan 
and Susan Kanter 
Houston Community 
College Refugee Program 

NOTE: Donna Kruszewska, 
Laura Sheehan, Susan Kanter 
and Candra Stewart con
ceived and piloted the instru
ment from June to September 
1988. 
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ETC Program 
Elaine Kirn • West Los Angeles College 

Skills Workbook 

What's ETC? Levell LIFE SKILLS 

1 Six coordinated, Reading/ Listening/ 

comprehensive, and Grammar Writing Speaking 

integrated levels of books I I 
for adult ESL. 

Level2 
ENGLISH IN 

EVERYDAY LIFE 

2 It's completely competency I II 
based. A detailed list of I II 
competencies is available 

from Random House. Level3 
AN IMMIGRATION 

STORY 

3 The answer for your adult 
I 

I I ESL needs! 

Level4 
CROSS CULTURAL 
COMMUNICATION 

I I 
I I 

LevelS 
LANGUAGE AND 

All levels will be published CULTURE IN DEPTH 

by December, 1988! I I 
I I 

Level6 
ISSUES AND 

ANSWERS 

I II 1 

Random House c/o •• 
915 River Street 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(800) 435-2665 I inCA (408) 425-3851 
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'jll of Spring Branch to Host Workshop in April 
The TEXTESOL Spring Ca
reer Ladder Workshop will 
be held at the Spring 
Branch Education Center, 
9016 Westview in Hous
ton, in April. (Date to be 
announced.) 

Spring Branch lSD began 
a special program nine 
years ago for students 
whose primary language is 
not English. As the foreign 
language speaking enroll
ment has grown, the ESL 
program has expanded to 
include more than 3700 

students in 
junior and 
schools. 

elementary, 
senior high 

The Institute was esta
blished three years ago to 
give junior and senior high 
students concentrated and 
individualized instruction 
in English on a separate 
campus. Students move 
through the institute at 
their own levels of lan
guage proficiency. As they 
master the language, they 
are placed back onto their 
regular campuses for ad-

vanced ESL instruction or 
regular English classes. 

"We want to move stu
dents into the mainstream 
faster," noted Principal 
Charlie Vann. "It's a flexi
ble system that allows 
students to move accord
ing to their ability at 
their own pace. This past 
semester, we exited 14 
percent of our population 
to regular English or ad
vanced ESL programs." 

The innovative central 
Continued on Page 8 

c )?ECT"<UM 

SPECTRUM provides 
six levels of ESUEFL 

It gets people talking. 

instruction in communication skills 
and grammar for adults and young adults. 
Students learn language they can 
immediately use in both PHR Now all six levels complete! 
speaking and writing! 

For Adoption Consideration Call (800) 
526-0485 or write Betty Colt, Prentice 
Hall, Collese Advertislnf! Dept. CJ 775, 
Rt. 9W, Enf!lewood Cliffs, NJ 07632. 

PRENTICE HALL REGENTS 

Rt. 9W, Englewood Cliffs, 
N] 07632 

SPECTRUM Tests Now Available 
-Diagnoslic and Placement 
-In Blackline Masters 
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Continued from Page 4 
the newsletter, new com
puter organization, and or
ganizational stability be
cause of her appreciation 
of each member. She is an 
extraordinary person who 
leaves a fine tradition of 
professionalism and per
sonal concern in the TEX
TESOL IV presidency. 

The Beaumont conference 
was a pleasure; it offered 
intellectual and profes
sional stimulation, and it 

was great to be with 
friends who share the 
same concerns and inter
ests in students regard
less of whether we teach 
pre-K or pre-university or 
people in business. There 
is a remarkable similarity 
in the subject matter that 
TEXTESOL IV has shown us. 
We'll look forward to get
ting together again in San 
Antonio! 

Wynell Biles 
Texas A&M University 

TEXTESOL IV MEMBERS: 
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Continued from Page 7 
campus approach crea~ 
an exciting learning env•
ronment for both teachers 
and students. "It's like a 
little United Nations with 
students from more than 
40 countries representing 
17 languages," said Renate 
Donovan, foreign languag
es and secondary ESL co
ordinator. 

Plan now to attend the 
workshop and learn more 
about this program. 

It's time to renew your TEXTESOL IV membership! This Issue of 

The Fourth Estate ends your 1987-1988 subscription and TEXTESOL 

IV membership. Fill out the 1988·1989 membership form below to 

renew your membership and be included In the membership directory 

to be published In February. 

TEXTESOL IV MEMBERSHIP FORM 

NAME 

MAILING ADDRESS (street) - - ----- - ----

(city) --- ---- (state) _ _ __ (zip) _ __ _ 

TELEPHONE (work) - - ---- (home) - ------

INSTITUTION AFFILIATION - - ----------

Areas of Interest 
Elementary ESL 
Elementary Bilingual 

_ Secondary -
Other 

_ Secondary 
_ Higher Education 

Adult Education 

Annual dues are $10 .00. Make checks payable to TEXTESOL IV. The member

ship year is from October 1 to September 30. Membership in TEXTESOL IV 

entitles you to receive The Fourth Estate and a discount on convention and 

conference registration if you were a member for the year prior to the 

event. 

Return this form with dues to : 
Linda Mead 
Language & Culture Center 
University of Houston 
Houston, TX 77204-3012 

I 
.J 
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TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 
TO SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES 

AN INTERNA'I'I NAL PROFESSIONAL OR ANIZATION I' It THOSE CONCERNED 

WITH THE l'EA HING OF E Gl.l II A . A ~P. NO OR FOREIGN l.ANGUAGE, OF 

STANDARD ENGLISH AS A SE ONO DLALECT, AND BiLINGUAL EDUCATION, AND 

WlTH RliSEAR 'H INT I.AN<~I)AGE A QUlSITION, LANGUA E THE RY, AND 

l.ANG AGE TEA 'HING PEDAGOGY 

INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN ITS 

23Rn ANNUAL CONVENTION 
MARCH 7-11, 1989 

TO TAKE PLACE AT THE SAN ANTONIO CONVENTION CENTER, 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS U.S.A. 

RICHARD OREM 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

UNIVERSITY 
DEKALB, ILLINOIS 

U.S.A. 
PROGRAM CHAIR 

FesTIVAL ·19 
San Antonio, Texas 
March 7-11 1989 

JUDY MEYER 
DALLAS INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 
DALLAS, TEXAS U.S.A. 

ASSOCIATE CHAIR 

THE CONVENTION PROGRAM WILL INCLUDE PLENARY SESSIONS BY 

INTERNATIONALLY-KNOWN SPEAKERS, PAPERS, WORKSHOPS, AND 

COLLOQUIA BY TESOL TEACHERS AND THEIR COLLEAGUES IN RELATED 

DISCIPLINES, EDUCATIONAL VISITS, EXHIBITS AND SOCIAL EVENTS. 

lffi\ 
TESOL 

~ 
NON-TESOL MEMBERS MAY OBTAIN DETAILED INFORMATION BY WRITING TO 

TESOL 
1118-22nd STREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037 U.S.A. 

TELEPHONE 202 872-1271 
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BOOK 
REVIEW 
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response was hesitant, but them to me, I will write 
Marina Fenwick, Pat Smith the book review aru:l si~, 

and I put our problem- your name to it. Such ""' 
solving heads together and bargain! Please take time 
came up with a creative to fill out the form with 
solution, we think. at least one book that you 

After years of trying to Since you want reviews find helpful and contribute 
farm out reviews and get- in your fields, which I, to the diversified edifica-
ting no responses, and af- because of my own aca- tion of us all! Send your 
ter yet another request for demic specialty, cannot reviews to me, Pat Harris, 
more diversified reviews, write for you, I'll make English Language Insti-
l approached several ele- you a deal. If you will fill tute, Department of Mod-
mentary and secondary in the form below with ern Languages, Texas A&M 
teachers for book reviews your information and University, College Sta-
in their fields. Every critical insights a.ru1 send tion, Texas 77843. --------------------- - ------------------------

Name of Reviewer ___ _ _ _ _ ___ _ ____ _ Date ____ _ 

Author( s ) --------------- - ---------

Title ___ ________________________ __ _ 

Publisher -------------- -------------

Edition reviewed -----------------------

Date of publication -------- - ------------

This book addresses the following subjec t a r ea(s): 

Composition 
-Oral Skills 

_Listening 
Grammar 

_ Heading 
_Vocabulary 

Other (spec ify) 

Th i s boo k i s most suitable for : 

principal text 
==secondary text 

instructor resource 
- student resource 

_ integrated skills text 

This book is most suitable for the following level(s): 

survival skills 
basic beginner 

_ beginner 

low intermediate 
_high intermediate 

advanced 

high advanced 
·-native-speaker equivalent 

Thi s book i s mos t suitable for grade (s) : _ _ _ _________ _ _ 

Check the following book supports which accompany the book (spec ifically for te xtbooks ) 

introduction 
- exercises 

answer key 

instructor's guide 
optional tapes 

_necessary tapes 

_ pretests/post tests 
glossary 

-appendices 

Rate the hook's illustrations and general format for "eye appeal": 

uaable with reservations 
- a.:ceptable 

_good 
excellent 

Othe r critical comments which you wi sh to make: 

•. l' 
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ESL STUDENTS 
WILL QUICKLY 
BECOME FAMILIAR WITH AMERICAN 
SLANG AND KEY IDIOMATIC ENGLISH 
EXPRESSIONS ••• AND HAVE FUN 
DOING IT! 
101 American Engliab Idioms Learning Cards, .. 
This set of 101 flash cards Illustrates popular American 
Idioms for hours of creative classroom learning. The 
Id ioms eom a live through Lhc us ofamuslngcartoons 
<t nd v ryday "transla tion ~The Idiom Is us (I In on text 
In a realls ll d ia logue or passap; on Lhe ba k of ca h 
rard . Durable and easy-to- r acf. lhes a rd a rc Ideal for 
,:(roup or pair activities and for display. 
I01 9" x 12" cards, boxed, with Teacher Resource Book, 
#5455-X $39.95 . 
Teacher Re•ource Book ... Provides plenty of Ideas 
for vocabulary building amd conversational activities, 
as well as blackllne masters for Individual practice. 
Teacher Resource Book, 8'12'' x 11~ 64 pages, 
#5457-6, $4.95 
101 American Eogli•b Idioms . . . ESL students will 
learn the colorful differences between what Americans 
say and what they often mean! This ll~htheartcd look at 
American Idioms presents 101 dellghtrul caricatures, In 
handbook format. 
Softbound, 6" x 9~ 128 pages, #5446-0, $5.95 
NTC 'a American EngUsb IdJo•• Dictionary . .. The 
most up-to-dat book of American Idioms avai lable In 
one volume. More tha n 5.000 con temporary words a nd 
pllJ'ases a re li sted In large. easy-to-read p.rlnt. for ea h 
entry. us ers learn U1 c deTinltlon, varlanl forms. a nd how 
the idiom Is us ed In cont xt. A useful and fascinating r f. 
erence book. 
Hardbound, 6" x 9'; 480 pages, #5452-5, $14.95 
Softbound, 6" x 9'; 480 pages, #5450-9, $9.95 

NTC'a Dictionary of American Slang aod Colloquial 
Ezpreaaiona . . . A compa nion work to fi/TC's American 
Engllslt ldtoms D ictionary. this a ll-new r fcrenc pro
vides clear ex-pla na tions of over 8,500 con temporary 
s lan g a nd colloquia l expressions. Ea h n try features at 
leas t two sample sentences that Illus tra te how expres
s ion a re u ed In con text In everyday s peech . An e.xcel-
1 n t r f, ren ee for native speakers and EngJJsh lan guage 
learners alike. 
Hardbound, 6" x 9~ 560 pages, #5461-4, $16.95 
Softbound, 6" x 9 '; 560 pages, #5460-6, $12.95 

Available January, 1989 

National Textbook Company 
a division of NTC Publishing Group 

!!i!!ii!!!! 4255 West Touhy Avenue 
NiC Lincolnwood, Illinois 60646-1975 

TOLL-FREE 1-800-323-4900 
(In Illinois, 1-312-679-5500) 
Free catalog upon request 
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1988-1989 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PRESIDENT 
Wynell Biles 

English Language lnslilule 

Department of Modern Languages 
Texas A&M University 

College Station, Texas n8<43 
(409) 845-5118 

ARST VICE PRESIDENT 
Gwendolyn Charvis 

Language and Culture Center 

University of Houston 

Houston, Texas 77004 

(713) 749-2413 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
Edilh Bruck 

McCullough High School 

Conroe Independent School District 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Mala Farmer 

English Language Institute 

Texas A&M University 

TREASURER 
Linda Mead 

Language and Culture Center 
University of Houston 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

Kathleen Sayers-Oiivares 
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Rice University 
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Refugee Program 
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