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TexTESOL IV: 
"The Joy of Teaching" 

By Dr. Michele J. Sabino 
This year' sconference, which features the theme 

"TheJoyofTeaching"promisestoprovideyouwithboth 
professional development through our concurrent ses
sions as well as inspiration and renewal of enthusiasm 
about your profession through the messages of our two 
speakers. 

It's a little early to predict what the concurrent 
sessions may hold in store for you (see call for papers in 
this issue), however, I can tell you something about our 
two featured speakers. Both of our speakers will address, 
from distinctively different perspectives, the topic of 
teaching as a noble profession and the excitement and 
rewards inherent in a teacher's career. 

· Our Friday night keynote speaker, Dr. Dennis 
Huston, is a professor of English at Rice University and 
this year's winner of the CASE,. Professor of the Year 
Award. Chosen from among 500 nominees, Dr. Huston 
was selected because of his dedication to teaching as a 
way of life. A Shakespearean scholar and a full professor, 
I?r· Huston insists on teaching undergraduates each 
semester, usually freshman writing classes. Dr. Huston's 
talk will set the tone for the Conference as he addresses 
us on this year's theme, "The Joy of Teaching." In the 
words of one of his colleagues, "Dennis Huston is the 
teacher we all always wanted to be." 

Is there anyone living in Houston who hasn't 
heard of Dr. Paul Chu? Most people know Dr. Chu as the 

an 1 n1s J.ssue: 

• Bill Martin inaugurates a regular review of 
cmnp~tter software relevant to ESL teachers. 
(Sec Pg. 4) 

• David Ross reviews new tcilching materials 
for C()tlVCrsalion and listening comprehension 
(SL'e Pg. 2) 

• Victoria Williamson-LOL'b introduces "Vic's 
Teaching Tips," an advice column for those 
teachers struggling to get b(•yond comma 
splic~:s and. verb form crwrs. (Sec Pg. 6) 
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superconductivity expert at the University of Houston. 
What many people do not know is that Dr. Chu is a dedi
cated teacher who motivates and inspires students 
through his own example of excellence and understand
ing. He has strong feelings about the role of science in 
educational curricula and feels that the teacher is the 
critical factor in ensuring that students come away from 
science classes with positive feelings about the disci
pline. He stresses the role of communication and positive 
interaction on the part of the teacher in ensuring this out
come. As a native of Taiwan and a leader in science and 
education, Dr. Paul Chu is in an excellent position to 
reinforce the role of communication in English as a 
determining factor in success, both in the classroom and 
in the workplace. 

Even though this is a very busy time of the year 
for all of us, please begin thinking about making a 
presentation at the annual conference. We are especially 
interested in topics dealing with ESL students in content
area classrooms, testing and evaluation, globalism and, 
of course, any topic that you feel is relevant to teachers 
and administrators as we share "The Joy of Teaching'' in 
Houston this October. 

Double Your Hours, 
Double Your Fun 
By Susan Kanter 

Did you know that if you make a presentation at 
TEXTESOL N this fall, you will receive advanced aca
demic training credit equal to twice the hours of the 
workshop? 

This TEA regulation applies to the first "com
plete program presentation" at a conference or work
shop. Presenters must have "documented expertise in 
the topic of the workshop or class," as verified by the pro
gram sponsor. 

If you plan to attend TEXTESOL '90 and apply 
for career ladder credit, think about participating in a 
more active role. Do you have a technique, teaching 
method or approach you've worked out "the hard way?'' 
Maybe others would benefit from your experience. Like 
most things, presenting at TESOL conferences and con
ventions is a little intimidating the first time, but after 
that it just keeps getting easier. Give it a try! 



Materials Corner: 
ESL Meets NPR 

By David A. Ross 
Prfjace: At last, fellaw pedagogues, what you've been waiting 
for! A materials review column which reviews materials the 
way Siskel & Ebert review movies! We'll strive to present the 
latest in hot new materials, but won't be afraid to stir in a few 
jeers with our choruses of cheers. (We know that most of you 
are as particular about teaching materials as you are about 

films or Chinese restaurants, so 
we'll try to pander to as wide a 
range of prejudices as possible). 
If you come across something 
that inspires you, pass it along, 
and let us look it over. 

Rats! Longman stole 
mygreatidea! Formanyyears 
now (since long before I 
started teaching ESL), I have 
been a passionate devotee of 
Morning Edition and All 
Things Considered, the think
ing person's radio news pro
grams. My world view has 

been increasingly taking on the urbane tones of Bob Ed
wards and"the frenetic hilarity of Susan Stamberg, and I 
can no longer bear to hear "news on the hour," except as 
a snack before NPR's feast. And, of course, sharing the 
secret desire of many ESL teachers to become the filter 
through which foreigners experience American culture, 
I've long nurtured a desire to use NPR news programs as 
a resource for teaching. 
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ButCarolNumrich beatmetoit,sol'll have to be 
content to review her work. Numrich has published a 
pair of listening texts, Consider The Issues and Face The 
Issues, which use short selections from NPR news pro
grams as material for listening exercises. It is at once 
satisfying and frustrating to know that most .foreign 
students will never appreciate what a good job shed id in 
se1ecting the passages. All the NPR pantheon are there: 
Nina Totenburg, the erudite legal correspondent, in a 
passage about gang violence; Robert Krolwich, the side
splitting economics teacher, explaining the population 
differential between men and women in the U.S.; and of 
co1_1rse, Susan ~tamberg herself, one of the founding 
vmces of All Things Considered, in several interviews, 
my favorite being a discussion of oatmeal with a San 
Francisco food critic. All in all, each text contains about 
90 minutes of news program excerpts. 

The books, of course, are designed to exploit the 
opportunities for teaching inherent in the interviews. 

(Continued on Pg. 3) • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 

Dear T extesol Readers, 
We will be changing the format of Textesol IV and 

would like to make this publication meet your expectations. To 
do so we need to both hear from you and solic~ your participa
tion. We have and will continue to welcome articles about 
classroom methods and techniques, teacher-student interac
tion, classroom-oriented research, amusing anecdotes and 
any newsworthy feature that our ed~ors can develop or print. 
We would especially like to hear from those of you in public 
education. Your concerns are v~al. Please contact us if you 
have any interest and a little free time. Remember, this is an 
easy way to punch up your resume, increase your name recog
nition, win friends and influence people. Drop us a line or give 
us a call. We're waiting to hear from you. 

Your editors, 
Marsha Abramovich 
and Christine Fuentes 
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(Continuedfrompreviouspage) 

Each unit contains a variety of listening exercises, from 
"pre-listening'' (e.g. predicting the content of the pas
sage from the title) through "task listening" and listening 
for main ideas and details, to follow-up activities, such as 
discussions or role-plays. In addition, there is an answer 
key at the back, and Face The Issues has a tapescript 
(Consider, regrettably, does not). 

The primary strength of this set is in the tapes. 
They represent a rich source of authentic English, in the 
best tradition of progressive American journalism. I am 
a bit disappointed by the books, since their conception of 
the purpose of listening exercises seems different from 
mine. The frequent role play and group discussion 
exercises lead me to believe that Numrich's model of a 
listening class is one where students are sitting in a 
classroom with portable cassette players, waiting for the 
next instruction from the teacher. My feeling is that, 
while video tape can spark class discussions, audio tape 
is best suited for self study, perhaps ina lab situation, and 
perhaps to be followed up by class discussion and/ or 
supported by further materials. Therefore, I would have 
wished for more of a workbook format where students 
can access the information on their own, using informa
tion-gathering exercises in the book (preferably on per
forated pages). 

But all in all, these are welcome breezes of 
authenticity in an area of teaching where the leaden 
voices of the Michigan series are still the norm for listen
ing tapes! 

Hey, when will we have a video series using the 
MacNeil-Lehrer News Hour? 

EivWLOYMENT UPDATE 

The American Learning Company is 
looking for some sales representatives. 
Contact Mike Pankratz at 537-5463 for infor
mation. 

Catholic Charities Immigration Min
istry is looking for teachers for its amnesty 
program. Call 229-0220 and ask for jill 
Maleki. 

West Meets East! 
Alemany Press is pleased to announce 

that it is joining the 
PHR family of publishers: 

• Prentice Hall Regents 
• Alemany Press . 
• Prentice Hall International 
• Center for Applied Linguistics 
• Cambridge Adult Education 

Betty Colt 
Prentice Hall Regents 
RT.9W 

Roger Olsen 
Menlo Park Office 

PHR Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632 
255 Constitution Drive 
Menlo Park, California 94025 

PRENTICE HALL REGENTS 

To place your order by phone, .JZL{emany Press 
please call1,800,223,1J60 -----------------
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MacProof 3.2.1. (Macintosh) 

Lexpertise Linguistic Software, 1989. 

List price: $195. 

Relax, writing teachers! This software package can't 

replace you. It is, however, a considerable step above the 

familiar spelling checker. MacProof allows writers to 

step back from their work and take an objective look. It 

is conveniently installed on the Macintosh as a desk 

accessory; you do not have to quit your word processor 

to use its many features. 

What it does 

In addition to an 80,000-word spelling checker, MacProof 

can perform 13 different checks in various areas of 

mechanics, usage and style. It also has an Analyze Struc

ture option that lets you view all or part of a document in 

various ways in order to examine the flow and organiza

tion of the text. You may find, for example, too many 

sentences beginning with "I." 

The usage checks alert the writer to wordy, imprecise, 

nonstandard or offensive language, as well as often 

confused words and degrees of formality. When a text is 

selected for analysis, MacProof flags problem areas and 

offers usage advice.Jt gives examples of how to use a 

particular word or makes suggestions for other, more 

suitable words. Of course, the user always decides 

whether to takeMacProof sad vice or make other changes. 

A valuable feature of MacProof is the User-Defined 

option which allows you to customize the program by 

deleting terms which you don't want flagged. Likewise, 

newtermsthatyoumaywanttocheckcanbeadded. For 

example, if you routinely use certain obscenities inmemos 

to your department head, you can delete these terms 

with the User-Defined option and MacProofwon' t bother 

you with a query. 
Unlike many computer utilities, MacProof has truly 

helpful Help screens. You don't need to thumb the user's 

manual for every operation. 

What it doesn't do 

This program can't check grammar, even simple subject

verb agreement. It can't do ureal" editing, which usually 

requires rewriting or rearranging sentences. It is igno

rant of format, tone, and aU except the simplest style. It 
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can't "make" you or your students better writers. 

What about ESL? 

If you are fortunate enough to have a Macintosh writing 

lab, MacProof can be useful to ESL writing students at 

the intermediate and advanced levels. Anyone who can 

use a word processor will have no trouble with MacProof. 

The Mechanics checks are very student-friendly, and the 

Often Confused Words option offers instruction in how 

tousesuchpairsasits/it's and advice/advise. The "Be" 

Verbs check, however, follows the traditional stylists' 

disapproval of the passive voice. Those of us who spend 

a great deal of effort teaching ESL students how to form 

and use the passive may want to delete this option. The 

Analyze Structure section can be very useful for more 

advanced students by allowing a check of repetitious 

phrases and sentence transitions, as well as counts and 

averages. 
The program can be customized to flag some of the 

typical errors made by non-native speakers. With the 

User-Defined option, an ESL teacher can create special 

categories of common errors to be checked. 

Caveat 

MacProof works with all the popular word processors. 

However, it requires a Mac Plus or later model with an 

BOOK drive. Before you buy, make sure it is compatible 

with your system. 
Most importantly ,students and teachers should be aware 

of what MacProof can and can't do. No panacea here, 

just a useful tool. 

Recommendation 

Buy it (or, better, get your department to buy it); you'll 

like it. But use it with its limits in mind. 

Bill Martin 
Intensive English Program 

Houston Community College 
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New from Longman! 

The way to increase reading 
and vocabulary skills ... 

For more information on these and other Longman 
titles, contact Texas ESL Specialist: 

Deborah Fortner 
409-935-1726 

..... L ::: ongiil.an 95 Church Street· White Plains. NY 10601-1505 • 914-993-5000 
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[From ·The Editors: With this issue, we proudly present a regular feature from Victoria William

son-Loeb, who will answer questions about methodology and spiritual crisis from distraught 

fellow professionals. If you have any questions, please submit them to Vic's Teaching Tips, c/o 

this publication] 

Dear Vic, 

In the teachers' lunchroom yesterday, my colleagues were speaking about how beneficial singing is for teaching 

pronunciation. They said that their classes enjoyed the experience and looked forward to the singing lessons. I 

really don't feel comfortable singing in class. What should I do? Should I force myself to sing anyway? 

Not Quite Pavarotti 

DearNQP, 

Never do anything that makes you feel uncomfortable. There is a teaching style for every teacher. If you don't feel like 

singing, don't. There are other alternatives. Try reciting rhyming poetry, or playing prerecorded musical tapes and of 

course the classic pronunciation tool, lazz Chants by Carolyn Graham . 

............ 

Dear Vic, 

Many of my students are unfamiliar with the city in which they are studying. Many programs do not have 

sufficient time for field trips. What kind of activities can you suggest for students to do on their own time that 

would help them get to know their community? 
What to do? 

DearWTD, 

One very successful activity that students can do is a scavenger hunt around the city. You must make up a list of items 

which students can obtain from strategic places within the city. If you want students to simply visit a particular place, you 

may suggest that they take pictures of themselves there for proof of their visit. Some possibilities include historical sites, 

museums, pamphlets on city events, programs from theaters or concerts, and other items of local interest . 

............ 

Dear Vic, 

I am in a terrible dilemma. One of my students has a crush on me.He is constantly making 'eyes' at me during 

class, and this naturally makes me feel uncomfortable. How should I deal with it? 
Babe in the Woods 
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(Continued from previous page) 

Dear Babe, 

This is a common problem for many ESL teachers. I suggest you have a talk with the student and tell him that you always 
keep a professional relationship with your students. If he continues to bother you, perhaps you should have your program 
director deal with it. It depends on how persistent he is. Good luck! 

........ 

Dear Vic, 

I've said it all. Boredom reigns on both sides of the desk. It's two weeks till the end of the semester, and every
one wishes it were over. I've tried everything, and feel I've exhausted the possibilities. What shall I do? 

At My Rope's End 

Dear Rope's, 

All of us experience the end of the semester blues, feeling that we've reached our creativity limit. Let's face it. It's hard to be 
on stage every day. It sound like your students (and you) need some fun. How about taking them to lunch, seeing a funny 
movie, going on a picnic, etc. Any change of pace will help. For classroom activities, try competitive games. Suerte! 

Finally: An ESL Student Book Usable With or Without an ESL Teacher 

This Is Me 
The first of the ESL Wonder Workbooks 

by Elizabeth Claire 

• Designed especially for 
brand new learners of English 

• May be used in mainstream 
and ESL classrooms 

• 104 activity pages for English 
beginners in grades 2-6 

• Includes simple reading, writing, 
drawing, matching and other 
productive activities 

ftrl 
BOok 
COMPANY 

For this and other ESL titles ALTA BOOK COMPANY PUBLISHERS-SAN FRANCISCO, 
call our representative in Texas: 16 Adrian Court, Burlingame, California 94010 
Norman Berning at 512 477 6041 Phones 800 ALTAIESL • fax: 415 692-4654 
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••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Submissions Invited for the annual Fred w. Malkemes Prize 

American Language Institute, School of Continuing Ed., NYU 

The prize of $1000 is awarded for an article in English published in the two years preceding the submis
sion deadline. While special consideration is given to articles which explore topics that interested Professor 
Malkemes, articles on any topic which make a contribution to our knowledge of teaching and classroom practice 
are welcome. (Editor's note: for further information on topics contact Fourth Estate staff.) 

Authors, editors, publishers and readers are welcome to submit articles deemed worthy of special recog
nition. In a cover letter which includes the name(s) of the author(s) and the date and place of publication, please 
remark briefly which feature of the article, in your opinion, makes it outstanding and appropriate for the Malkemes 
Prize. Send the letter, together with six copies of the article, to The Malkemes Prize, The American Language 
Institute, #1 Washington Square North, New York, New York 10003, U.S.A. Submissions must be posted no later 
than November 1 . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

M E X T E S 0 L • 90: Heading for New Horizons! 

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION: Proposals must be received by June 30! 

The Seventeenth national Convention of M EXTESOL will be held at the Exelaris Hyatt Regency in 
Acapulco, from Thursday, October 18 to Sunday October 21. Academic presentations, including workshops and 
papers will begin at 4:15p.m. on Thursday and end at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday. 

Proposals welcome from teachers, teachers-in-preparation, graduate students, researchers, program administra
tors, and materials and curriculum developers, including colleagues in related disciplines such as communica
tions, education, linguistics, foreign languages, anthropology, sociology, and psychology. For a copy of the 
proposal form, contact the Fourth Estate. Send abstracts to MEXTESOL at: Academic Committee 
San Borja 726-2, Col. del Valle, Mexico D.F. 03100 . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
TEXTESOL STATE CONFERENCE-CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

The 1990 state-wide Textesol conference will be held November 8-1 0, 1990 in San Antonio. The proposal dead
line is August 15. For further information, contact Dr. Manuel Alonzo, 3601 Chapultepec, San Antonio, TX 78228 

TEXTESOL IV ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
"The Joy of Teaching" 

October 5, 6 - Doubletree Post Oak, Houston 

Friday 10/5: 

Saturday 10/6: 8-10 

4-6:30 
7:00 

9:00 
10-12 
12:00 

Registration 
Dinner/Speaker: 
Dr. Dennis Huston 

Registration 
Legislative Assembly 
Concurrent Sessions 
Lunch/Speaker: 
Dr. Paul Chu 

1:30-4:30 Concurrent Session 

The Fourth Estate: Vol. VII Number 1 PageS 



•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Symposium on Language, Literacy and Intergenerational Relationships in Refugee/Immigrant Families. 

Thi~ symposium is being planned for TESOL 1991 to provide a forum for TESOL professionals across interest section 
lines to explore the role of Jansuage in the refugee/immigrant family; to promote collaboration between TESOL 
professionals who work with different age groups; and to examine possibilities for educational policy and practice 
that strengthen intergenerational relationships in refugee/immigrant families and communities. 

The symposium will include three components: information sharing in which participants are provided with an 
overview of the issues; a workshop to enable participants to develop ideas for their own programs or classrooms with 
input from specialists; and strategies for the future to heal rather than divide the generations through our educational 
work. TESOL members are invited to attend a breakfast planning meeting at TESOL '90, and/ or write for more 
information or to share ideas. Contact Gail Weinstein-Shr, Temple University College of Education, Ritter Hall 003-
00, Philadelphia, PA 19122 USA. 

Dear TexTESOlers, 
Springtime greetings to all of you. Your executive 
board has been busy this year with the addition of a 
new newsletter staff for the publication of the Fourth 
Estate. We are pleased to announce the incoming staff 
for 1990-1992, headed up by co-editors Marsha 
Abramovich and Christine Fuentes. 

As we welcome them, we hail the outgoing staff for 
two years of excellent service to the affiliate. Our 
appreciation is extended to: 

Mel Shaw Editor-in-Chief 
Judy Kleeman Advertising Editor 
Linda Robinson-Fellag layout Editor 

It also gives us great pleasure to announce that Mel 
Shaw has agreed to continue serving on the executive 
board as historian. 

The week of March 5-1 0 I found not only the official 
affiliate representatives, but also many additional 
TEXTESOl IV members in San Francisco for the 24th 
annual TESOl convention at the downtown Hilton Hotel. 

TEXTESOl IV was one of 60 affiliates, both U.S. and 
non-U.S.-based, present at the affiliate council meeting. 
Attendance at this meeting is required at least once 
every two years to maintain affiliate status in TESOL. 
The major agenda items were election of affiliate 
representatives to the executive board, election of 
members to the 1991-1992 nominating committee, and 
discussion of guidelines for the newly established 
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TESOl travel fund, which helps defray costs for 
affiliates unable to meet the TESOl expenses of their 
delegates. 

TESOl members are reminded of major upcoming 
meetings including the Summer Institute in Michigan 
from June 24 to July 15 (Session I) and July 15 to 
August 3, 1990 (Session II) and the 25th annual TESOl 
convention in New York from March 24-28, 1991. For 
information regarding the summer institute, contact 
Susan Gass, TSI '90; English language Center; Michigan 
State University; East lansing, Ml 48824-1 035; 
telephone (517) 336-1343 or 353-1800. For 
Information regarding the New York convention, 
contact: Kathryn Palacios, TESOl Director of 
Conventions; 1600 Cameron Street, Suite 300; 
Alexandria, VI 22314-2705; telephone (703) 836-
0774. 

We extend a special invitation to all of you to attend our 
own TEXTESOl IV fall conference in Houston, October 5 
and 6, as highlighted in this issue. Another meeting of 
local significance will be the state TEXTESOl 
conference in San Antonio November 8-10, 1990. I 
hope that many of you will take advantage of these 
highly profitable upcoming meetings. 

For those persons who have inquired, the spring 
workshop was not held this year. Please talk to any 
executive board member if you are interested in future 
spring workshops. 

The school year is drawing quickly to a close as I write 
these words. Have a wonderful summer, and we hope to 
see as many of you as possible at the fall conference, If 
not sooner. I continue to appreciate the opportunity to 
work with such a dedicated group of educators. 

--Gwendolyn Charvls 
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From Practice to Theory ... 

THE ESL FACILITATOR WITH THE BEST A TIITUDE WINS! 
(AND SO DO THE STUDENTS) 

by Beth Powell 

The prevailing attitude which must pertneclle and per
vade the very core of the instructional/learning atmos
phere of every classroom is that learning is a MUTUAL 
process between student, tutor, and instructor. All par
ties have the opportunity to become empowered. The 
key is in becoming bicultural, deleting the need to con
trol, and in being emotionally reachable. 

We, as individuals, must learn to function multi-cultur
ally in order to heighten our own awareness and accep
tance of similarities and differences amongst the people 
of this planet, and to further the world-wide effort to 
bring nations closer together so that true world peace can 
be actualized. The instructor and thetutorarein very im
portant and powerful positions within the classroom. 
Their influence can be invaluable, or it can be destruc
tive. The instructor and the tutor may be the mosttrusted 
professionals their students come into contact with on a 
regular basis. 

Life styles and values do not differ in status nor impor
tance, and it would never be professionally nor cultur
ally democratic for anyone to imply that they do. An 
assault on the value of one's culture is interpreted as an 
assault on the very value of one's being, as well as an 
assault on the fabric of one's own heritage-and every
one has the right to his or her unique heritage. 

We,as professional educators, cannot ask our students to 
"assimilate," to give up their original culture, to give up 
their unique identity to become absorbed... Rather, or 
instead, our students must be allowed and encouraged 
to "integrate" mainstream society while still retaining 
who and what they are, yet also adding another equal 
identity-by becoming bicultural. 

How much richer and more beautifully enhanced our 
lives become when cultures come together and contrib
ute what they each have to society as a whole. Our role 
as educators is to facilitate, to guide the entry of our stu
dents into that whole so that we all may benefit from 
mutual contribution. 

Simple dissemination of English and the instruction of 
reading and writing is not enough in itself to ensure the 
succesS of our ESL programs. Through English, through 
bilingual/native language instruction, through literacy 
development, we must help our students socially inte-
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grate; we must increase their (and our) sense of the power 
of community; we must validate who and what every
body is; and we must build upon our students' strengths, 
not their weaknesses. 

In 1968, the book Py&JNlion in the Classroom was 
written. The central idea, based upon empirical studies, 
was that one person's expectation for another's behav
iors could come to serve as a self-fulfilling prophecy, es-
pecially in the instructor I student relationship. Our atti
tude detennines the success of our classes, and it has 
great influence on the way our students feel about them
selves. 

Self-esteem is determined in part by the way we perceive 
we are viewed by other people. Thought determines re
ality. Are our students' cultures as valuable as ours? Are 
our students motivated and eager? Are they intelligent? 
Is our social status better than theirs? Do they have the 
right to excel? Pygmalia, or self-fulfilling prophecy, is 
not a new idea. Do we treat our students the way we 
would like to be treated in a classroom? We must be 
aware of how we relate and of the message we are 
passing on--or else the learned "code of silence," char
acteristic of the oppressed, will continue to be generated. 

Shaw's Summary 
"-You see, really and truly, apart from 
the things anyone can pick up (the dress
ing and the proper way of speaking, and 
so on), the difference between a lady 
and a flower girlis not how she behaves, 
but how she's treated. I shall always be 
a flower girl to Professor Higgins, be
cause he always treats me as a flower 
girl, and always will; but I know I can be 
a lady to you, because you always treat 
me as a lady, and always will.'' 
G.B. Shaw, Pygmalion 

Beth Powell is an educational consultant, mediator, counselor, 
literacy specialist and social worker. She designed the pre~ 
literate component of the Eligible Legalized Alien Program of 
Houston Community College and is currently working with 
Steck-Vaughn Publishing Co. in revising the literacy 
workbooks, Entry to En~lish. 
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All the News about Textesolers that's Fit to P1~int 

Houston Community College 
• Houston Community College's Intensive 
English Program has continued to grow and 
now has an enrollment of over 300, straining its 
two locations to their capacity. Further growth 
will be possible only with the acquisition of a 
larger facility. Intensive English personnel are 
very hopeful about the prospect of a new south
west campus. If this becomes a reality, the Pro
gram will be looking for additional staff for the up
coming fall semester. 
• Dr. L. Michael Evans, co-ordinator of the 
Intensive English Program, received HCC's 
Outstanding Service Award at the college's 
commencement ceremonies in May. 
• The Intensive English Program welcomed 
two new teachers this academic year: Julieta 
Ruppert, who came on in fall and Marsha 
Abramovich, who joined the staff spring se
mester. 
• Another new acquisition Intensive English 
teachers are getting to know is a modern, high
tech laboratory system.at the Carnegie cam
pus. The staff is currently learning to take ad
vantage of its many capabilities. 

• Marsha Abramovich and Christine Fuentes 
placed in the finals of the 1990 Houston Inter
national Film Festival with their ESL video 
project Talk: American in the documentary I 
education category. 

University of Houston, Language & Culture 
Center 

• The University of Houston Language and 
Culture Center congratulates Penny Cameron 
for her recent publications, Everything's Differ-
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ent: At School, On the Job, and In the Community 
(co-authored) by Alemany Press; Bridge Across 
the Americas by Dormac; and "Reading with 
American Accents" in the EFL Gazette,2/90. 
• The LCC also announces the establishment of 
the Joyce Merrill Valdes Scholarship, awarded 
each semester to the returning LCC student 
who best combines academic excellent and lead
ership with international awareness and cross
cultural understanding. The scholarship hon
ors Professor Valdes and covers the cost of 
tuition, fees and medical insurance for one 
semester of study in the Intensive English Pro
gram. 

• There are no births, marriages or affairs to 
report at this time. 

· University of Houston-Downtown, English 
Language Institute 

• English Language Institute Acting Director 
Sunda Holmes and Acting Assistant Director 
Odile Zarzour presented teacher training 
seminars on ESL methodology and pedagogy 
to students of the Universidad Autonoma de 
Nuevo Leon, Instituto Technologico Estudios 
Supenores and local high school English teach
ers in Monterrey, Mexico from May 22 to 25. 

[Editor's Note: This feature will include pro
fessional and personal information about ESL 
professionals in the TEXTESOL IV area. We 
can only print the information you send us, so 
let us hear from you!] 
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